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HE numerous and important Advantages that would flow from the happy 
Completion of ſuch a Communication, are ſo very obvious and inconteſtible, 
I that however divided Mens Opinions may be, as to the Manner of effecting it, 
7 they ſeem to be univerſally agreed, that it would be of the higheſt Benefit to the com- 

8 - mercial Injereſts:of n if t was effected, ol une en nn Ponte HD 


A laudable Deſire of contributing to ſo uſeful a Deſign, induced the Board of Truſtees 
in North Britain, to direct a Survey to be made by Mr, Smeaton, that the Practicability 


of ſuch a Communication might be aſcertained, and that ſome Eſtimate might be made | 


of the Expence that would attend the Execution of it, 


! His Report ſhewed clearly that the Thing might be done, and done in two different 
Ways, with a Certainty of having Water enough for the Execution of each of them; anke 
having propoſed the Number of Locks neceſſary for the Canal, in that Tract which he . 4 
moſt approved, he computed the Expence at about $0,000 7, Sterling. „„ 


But after the making this Report, a conſiderable Time elapſed without any Thing 
J farther being done, nor does it appear that there was any Probability that any Thing 
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3 would have been done, if ſome public-ſpirited Perſons from a Proſpect of the Advan- 
tages that would more immediately accrue to Themſelves from ſuch a Communication, 
ES fad not, upon mature Deliberation, formed a Scheme for making ſuch a Canal, upon a 
lan ſomewhat reduced and brought within the Compals of Half the Expence, which 
g they judged might be raiſed by a private eee noon 8 


_ | In the Proſecution of this Deſign, they cauſed the moſt exact Enquiries to be made, 
7 1m Conſequence of which, there were likewiſe two different J racts of a Canal propoſed, 
JT thorter than that of Mr. Smeaton's, and for either of which, according to the moſt exact... 
Calculations, there was no Difficulty found in procuring Water ſufficient for the 


LE The Canal propoſed by the Bill, will confift of a ſmaller Number of Locks than... Ji 
W 1 Mr. Smeators, each of them Ten Fe:t wide, and Six in their Riſe and Fall. The Cana. 


. | . : 8 | | as 3 | | 4 - . 1 . | it 15 
elf will be Twenty-four Feet wide, Four Feet deep, and about IWenty-hine 3 i 
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length. The largeſt Boat this Canal will admit, may be Nine Feet and a 1 


which will be found capable of anſwering all the Purpoſes of Trade, will be 


was publickly advertiſed; ſeveral Meetings were had, in which the Terms, 
of the Shares, and all the other neceſſary Circumſtances were ſettled, (to the Satisfa&; — 
of the Parties. molt intereſted in the commercial Advantages of ſuch a Canal . 
landed Gentlemen in the Shires of Lanerk, Sterling, and Dunbarton, through which . 
Canal was to paſs) and were adjuſted in ſo ſatisfactory a Manner, that in Conſequerc. g 
Meetings held for that Purpoſe, every Thing was agreed, and the Landholder; 


in the compleateſt Manner poſſible, of ſo deſirable a Purpoſe. 


In an Affair of ſo great Conſequence as this, and which for that Reaſon muſt na e MK 

coccupy the Attention of the Public, there is no great Reaſon to wonder that different . WY 
timents have ariſen, and that many Objections, ſome flatly contradictory to others, ſhouia. 
be raiſed from a Variety of Motives, into which it is by no Means neceſſary to enquire, WY 


One of the principal of theſe is, that the propoſed Canal will not be ſo large as 
Mr. Smeator's, or ſo magnificent as ſome People may affect to wiſh it. But 1 EE 
Canal will anſwer all the Purpoſes of Trade, by admitting Veſſels from Twenty cs MR 
Thirty Tons, of ſuch a Conſtruction as may enable them to navigate either of the Kt 
Friths, as well as any of the Chde Galberts, there ſeems to be no. juſt Foundation for 
their being offended at their not carrying Forty Tons, which was all that Mr. Sean 
5 | propoſed in his larger Canal; more eſpecially as theſe Veſſels will paſs from Sea to Sea WY 
in the Space of a Day, and carry Goods at leſs than One Third of the Expence with 


Undertakers to do it under, with any Probability of Succeſs. 


be exorbitant in Favour of the Proprietors, and that therefore they ought to be limited. 
' To this, ſeveral Anſwers may be given; according to a very exact Account taken by Wl 


- preſent, it may be 10, 00; and if this ſhould be the annual Tonnage on their Canal Wl 
or ſome Years, the Profits will not amount to quite Four per Cent.: And it, a: Wl 
the Diſtance of many Years, the Carriage ſhould double, the Dividends might double Wl 


ſidered that the Eugliſß Inland Navigations, circumſtanced as this is, that is without a Wl 


alſo to be remembered, notwithſtanding Suggeſtions to the contrary, that, as it ba 
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Fifty-five in length, and drawing Three Feet and a Half Water, The "Ear me LE 
Thirty Tons. But the Boat, in all reſpects the beſt calculated for this Navigation nas 1 
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8 In Suppor t of this Under taking, all the uſual and proper Steps were tak "A £ the Deſion | 5 A 
the Number 3 : 


quence rf 


their Repreſentatives to ſupport a Petition for carsying this Canal into Execution vi... = 
* on, 
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PpPreſented to Parliament; in Conſequence of which a Bill has been brought in, f WY 
with much Accuracy, and upon the moſt mature Deliberation, —_ 


| for the Accomp l, ment is z 9 
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if the Objections themſelves can be ſatisfactorily anſwered. 
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Which Land-Carriage is at preſent attended. 0 


It has been ſuggeſted that the Terms propoſed, though thus circumſtanced, are too WY 
high, and that Two-pence per Ton ought not to be allowed here, when the Enpiiſh In- i 
land Navigations are only allowed Three Halfpence per Mile, But when it is conſidered WY 
that the Roughneſs, Inequality, Rockyneſs of the Ground, the great Difference of the WY 
Summit, and that at an Average the Difference of the Fall will, in the Space of a Mile, 
be double to that of the Engliſo Navigation; and of Courſe the cutting the Canal much Wal 
more expenſive, the ſame Reaſon that induced the giving Three Halfpence a Mile in on 
| Caſe, will ſupport the Demand of Twopence in the other, becauſe it is impoſſible tor 1.4 WY 
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II is faid, that in Proceſs of Time, poſlibly the Profits ariſing from this Canal may Wl 


Lord Napier long before this Deſign was in Agitation, the annual Land-Carriage was Wl 
computed at ſomewhat more than 8,000 Tons. The Undertakers admit that, at Wl 


alſo. But the firſt is a Fact; the latter a Suppoſition only; and it certainly e e = 
conceived, that the Subſcribers would conſider Four per Cent. or even the Poſſibility ot 4 
etting Five or Six as a Reward for the riſking their Money, eſpecially when it 15 co Wl 


s been 

ö „ 
before obſerved, it appears both ſrom Mr. Smeaton's, and from theſe Gentfemen's | 200 1 
that ſeveral other Communications may be made, and even a larger Canal executed, 771 = 
eut any Fear of Want of Water. The propoſed Canal 1s to begin juſt where Mr. W 


Smeaton's il 
» | | 


excluſive Property, are no where at a Premium, though without any Limitation. 


- Fmenton's did, though the contrary of this has been alſo aſſerted ; and there is nothing ii 
tte preſent Bill to hinder the carrying on a Canal from this to the Barns of Clyde, un- 
leſs the Difficulties and the Number of Locks that might be neceſſary, ſhould obſtruct 
ſuch a Continuation ; and then this ſurely makes nothing againſt the propoſed Canal bur 
on the contrary, ſhew that it was very reaſonable to make it termina „ 


te as it is intended. 
It is inſinuated, that the preſent Canal ſeems to be calculated for the Benefit 
aud the Proprietors of the Carron Works; 

wie bear in the Expence, and that ſo far from violently oppoling, 
_ poſc at all, the making any Cuts that ſhall 


of Glaſgow, 


g , that they do not op- 
appear to be neceſſary or expedient, from 


Intereſts, but leaving them at Liberty, (as well as ſet 
own Intereſts in what Manner they ſhall think fit. 


This Canal when made will moſt certainly facilitate the Paſſage of many Kinds of heav 


| 1 and many other Reſpects, the Canal will be of infinite Service in promoting the Culti— 


of a free, ingenuous, and public Spirit, will endeavour to obſtruct them. 


declared to be the largeſt that were fit for any inland Navigation, but of Fifty Sixty 


treble Mr. Smeatos's Eſtimate. But if we take in alſo another Proportion, of carrying the 
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one and magnificent Canal, they plainly intimate that it would be better to have no Canal 
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totional Remedies where-ever Perſons might think themſelves aggrieved. It is plainly cal- 
Wlated to ſerve the commercial Intereſts of that Part of the Country, and at the ſame 
Tine to be of the utmoſt Utility to the landed Intereſt alſo. Ir 1s founded upon and 


neficial Purpoſes, on Mr. Smeaton's or any other Plan, it is improbable thar any Cauſe 


Mow from ſuffering this to take Place. Whereas, if the publick Spirit of the preſent 
foprietors ſhould ſerve only to lead them into a very large Expence, attended with no 
mall Trouble, and at the ſame Time defeat not only their Wiſhes, but the Wiſhes of 
il thoke who have ſupported them, it may occaſion ſuch a Damp as will not be in a long 
would undoubtedly prove a great Source of public Spirit. 
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but when it is conſidered how large a Share 


their Canal to other Places, to which a Water Carriage might be advantageous, there 5 
ſeems to be very little Ground for taking Exceptions at their not conſulting other People's 


ting the Example) of conſulting theit 


Goods, which, from their great Bulk and ſmall Value, could never have . 80 EA 8 
Expence of paſſing by Land. It may alſo, and very probably will, encreaſe the Carriage 
of Goods that did go by Land, by leſſening the Expence of Carriage, and thereby ſubſli- 
tuting Conveniency in the Place of Neceſſity. In the very Cutting of this Canal, from 
the Diſcovery of the interior Contents of the Soil, many Advantages may ariſe to the 
| Landholders, and Proviſion has been made in the Bill that they ſhall reap the full 
Benefit of them; and if any Advantage ariſes from their Carriage to the Proprietors, _ 
this ſurely cannot be thought unreaſonable, eſpecially when it is conſidered, that in this 


vation, and encreaſing the Population on both Sides of the Country, Circumſtances 
is EM theſe, of fuch Conſequences to the Publick, that one may reaſonably expect no Man 


Some who have ſuffered their Imaginations to be ſo heated by the Idea of a large 
Canal, as to propoſe bringing not only Veſſels of Forty Tons, which Mr. Smeaton 


Tons, nay, of fuch a Size as to be navigated thither from America, in order to find a 
Paſſage for ſuch Veſſels, have talked of encreaſing the Depth of the Canal to Nine 
Feet, which will of Courſe require it to be Sixty in Breadth; and, with the accumu- 
ated Works which this would render neceſſary, would ſwell the Expence to more than 


Mouth of the Canal {till lower than the Barns of Clyde, which would be indeed neceſſary 
for Veſſels of ſuch a Burthen, the Charge would riſe to 300, ooo J. or even to 500,000 “. 
or more. This appears no Difficulty to them, becaule they are for throwing the whole, 
be it what it will, upon the Publick; and rather than not have a wide, extenſive, 


a all, which is very ſtrange, at leaſt, if not a very unintelligible Species of public 
But the Bill now depending in Parliament is quite of another Nature. It provides for 
publick Benefit, by allowing private Perſons to promote ir, together with their own Ad- 


Yantages, at their own Expence. It has guarded againſt every Inconvenience with 
Which the Execution of ſuch a Canal might be attended, and given rational and conſti- 


related by the Precedents of Engliſßʒ inland Navigations; and if ever it ſhould be 
tought expedient to make a wider or more extenſive Canal, for anſwering ſtill more 


ould prove fo effeftual to excite ſuch an Undertaking, as the Advantages that might 


me recovered. On the other Hand, ſhoulg they be ſuffered to proceed, their Succeſs 
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